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June 30 in Iraq in finding a government 
to hand to the people of Iraq that they 
respect and that will give them a sense 
of where they are going. 

It is worthy of having a debate of 
what happened 30 years ago, but I 
think it is very important to the peo-
ple of this country that we debate what 
we are going to do on June 30. 

f 

SHADOWY CAMPAIGN 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, Congress 
Daily reported last week that liberal 
soft money groups, 527s they are called, 
have out-raised conservative groups 
five to one in 2004, and their goal is to 
raise $500 million to defeat the Presi-
dent. These 527 groups raise unre-
ported, unregulated soft money, unlim-
ited donations by millionaire fat cats, 
with no reporting requirements, no 
public scrutiny, and unlimited access 
to candidates. 

This is the kind of thing McCain-
Feingold finance reform was supposed 
to deal with. It did not. The money just 
went underground. But it is not only 
the money that is the problem; it is 
that people do not know who is influ-
encing our political process. These do-
nations are not from small donors. The 
top 24 donors to these groups have 
given a total of $40 million. 

If we had done campaign reform 
right, we would not have this problem. 
Instead, we are stuck with this 
unending special interest shadow cam-
paign, while true citizens’ groups oper-
ate on limited budgets and cannot even 
run ads on issues that they care about.
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KERRY’S RECORD 

(Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in sup-
port of JOHN KERRY, the Democratic 
presidential nominee, the only can-
didate who has a real plan to build a 
stronger, more secure America. JOHN 
KERRY is committed to empowering 
our communities by creating good jobs, 
improving our public schools and in-
creasing home ownership. JOHN KERRY 
has the best combination of character, 
policymaking experience and national 
security credentials to get our neigh-
borhoods and our country back on 
track. 

Back on track from what, one might 
ask? From a dismal GOP economic 
record. This administration’s economic 
plan has created the worst job loss 
since President Hoover. A whopping 2.8 
million jobs have disappeared since 
President Bush took office, including 1 
million jobs that have been shipped 
overseas. Nevertheless, President Bush 
says our economy is strong. He should 

see how his economic plan has dev-
astated hardworking families like in 
my home State of California where 
over 1 million Californians are looking 
for work. Clearly we need new leader-
ship in the White House that has a 
strategy to create jobs, revitalize our 
economy and help all working families 
realize their dreams. JOHN KERRY is the 
man to do this. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COM-
MITTEE SET TO EXAMINE OIL 
FOR FOOD PROGRAM 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, a millennia 
ago the question was asked that rings 
through history and through govern-
ance, and that is, can a corrupt throne 
be allied with you? Today in just a few 
moments the Committee on Inter-
national Relations will gather to exam-
ine the United Nations Oil for Food 
Program. We will begin to call for 
transparency and accountability in a 
program that the United Nations 
oversaw but that the evidence suggests 
allowed Saddam Hussein to amass and 
divert through kickbacks and various 
forms of graft in excess of $4 billion. 

As we consider moving forward as a 
partner in Iraq with the United Na-
tions, now is the time and the Com-
mittee on International Relations is 
the place where we must begin to get 
to the bottom of the administration of 
the Oil for Food Program, find the 
truth, have transparency and account-
ability and go forward with the United 
Nations with our eyes open. 

f 

DEMOCRATS FIGHT TO PROTECT 
RETIREMENT BENEFITS OF MILI-
TARY WIDOWS 

(Mr. RODRIGUEZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, most 
Americans believe that our troops 
should be given the opportunity to pro-
vide the services that they are entitled 
to and as they battle we all recognize 
and we are extremely supportive of 
their efforts. But we also need to re-
spect them when they come home. We 
know that the spouses also sacrifice. 
But this House has refused to keep the 
promise and provide the military retir-
ees and their spouses with the retire-
ment benefits that they earned in this 
country. Over 225,000 military spouses 
are currently paying the survivor ben-
efit penalty and it eventually will be 
1.2 million military retirees enrolled in 
this survivor benefit plan. 

Today we ask you to sign and we 
launched a discharge petition to force 
this House in a bipartisan way to reach 
out to end the survivor benefit penalty 
and change it so that our military indi-
viduals and spouses will be able to get 
that service that is needed. 

The survivors penalty hurts military 
widows. We need to do the right thing. 
Sign the discharge petition.

f 

EU ENLARGEMENT 

(Mr. BEREUTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, 53 
years ago, acting on a vision conceived 
by French businessman Jean Monnet 
and proposed by Robert Schuman, six 
nations of Europe agreed to create 
what we now know as the European 
Union. On Saturday, May 1, there will 
be yet another historic milestone to-
ward achieving the dreams of Monnet 
and Schuman. Ten nations, eight of 
which just a few years ago were 
trapped behind the Iron Curtain, will 
become members of the European 
Union. 

Mr. Speaker, the commitment of 
those 10 nations to shared values, to 
the pursuit of political and economic 
reforms and to solidarity with each 
other have helped facilitate these 
changes. The historic enlargement of 
the EU along with that of the recent 
NATO enlargement has resulted in a 
giant step towards a Europe that is 
whole and free, democratic and dy-
namic, and at peace. 

Mr. Speaker, the newest members of 
the EU have done a remarkable job pre-
paring for this day. On the eve of this 
historic enlargement of the European 
Union it is appropriate, as we did re-
cently with the newest members of 
NATO, to congratulate Estonia, Cy-
prus, the Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slo-
vakia and Slovenia.

f 

HOUSE TO VOTE ON EXTENDING 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ACT 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
today in a couple of moments the 
House of Representatives will vote on 
extending the Surface Transportation 
Act. The hang-up? The President’s 
threat to veto a bill that is not a 10 
percent cut in transportation funding 
over the next 6 years, even though his 
own Department of Transportation 
says that we should be spending half 
again as much as he proposes. 

Earlier the House of Representatives 
overwhelmingly passed a bipartisan 
bill that would move us in the right di-
rection. The Senate overwhelmingly 
approved on a bipartisan basis even a 
larger bill. This is supported by the 
broadest coalition in the history of in-
frastructure in this country, from the 
Sierra Club to the Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Now is the time for the House to re-
affirm its strong support, resist calls 
for cuts that will set America back for 
the next 6 years, so we will not have to 
play catchup for a generation.
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